Providing care for women with gynaecological malignancy: the need for a coordinated national approach.
Gynaecological cancer services in New Zealand have followed an evolutionary process rather than being centrally organised according to evidence on best practice. A report was recently commissioned by the Ministry of Health to review gynaecological cancer services and to provide guidance on the most efficient and effective way to delivery high quality, equitable care for women diagnosed with gynaecological cancers. It is apparent the sustainability of current services is compromised by disparities in access to evidence-based multidisciplinary care, significant workforce shortages and a lack of standardised formal referral protocols. Key recommendations of the report include the establishment of an overarching national gynaecological cancer steering group and ultimately a four centre hub and spoke model of care provision.